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Chapter of ITC, VTCI Publication of the LONG ISLAND THUNDERBIRD CLUB July 2007

What’s in Your Driveway?

Alexander Soisiak’s 1959 Thunderbird

Year and Other Descriptive Items:

1959 Thunderbird with all power options except the 430 cu in.

engine and leather seats. 

What makes this car unique?

The car was designed by George Walker with a center console

and bucket seats. It has unibody construction that allows for a

large interior in a compact space.

What is the history of this car?

I purchased it in 1981 from a collector in Elmont. It took twenty

years to replace the many missing or incorrect parts.It was disas-

sembled to a bare shell. The engine, interior, windows, wiring

and trim were removed, and then the car was reassembled. The

original radio still is operational.

What is the current value of your car?

After being offered $300,000 I responded to the potential buyer

that “I would be pooer if I took the money for the car.”

Vanity Plate: CHARMING

Other comments:

The highest prise was first place in the 1958-59 formal judging

class at the International Thunderbird Club convention in

Plattsburg, New York in July of 2000. It made a 1500 mile trou-

ble-free trip in July 2001 to the ITC convention in Dearborn,

Michigan. The car has given me contact and friendship with

many other people in the old car hobby. I have friends across the

country and around the world because of this car.  There will be

a more complete description about this cars history in a future

issue.



NO Internet access?  Call 1.888.ANTIQUE  (1.888.268.4783)

Frank Del Rossi

(704) 483-9554

e-mail: Fdelrossi1@aol.com

2007

(516) 764-4731

e-mail: e1noloc5@aol.com

(516) 764-4731

e-mail: e1noloc5@aol.com

Web Master

Gary  Weiner

(631) 321-3205

e-mail:  Gary@ hatrack.net

Art Fleming

(516) 790-2696

e-mail:

flemingarthur@yahoo.com

Charity Advisor

http://www.litb.org

mailto:Fdelrossi1@aol.com
mailto:e1noloc5@aol.com
mailto:e1noloc5@aol.com
mailto:flemingarthur@yahoo.com
http://www.litb.org


IT’S ALL ABOUT THE SHOW

Show Update: As of June 15th, we have (33) cars pre-registered. 

Show Awards: We decided to deal with a company in Florida
called Daytona Trophy. The plaques will be 7x9 for all three
places (first, second & third) Mike Foran will build two trophies’,
one for best in show, and the other is dealer’s choice. We will also
have a trophy for longest distance traveled “The Claude Award”

Show Volunteers Needed: As mentioned in last month’s
newsletter we need club members to help us the day of the
show. For volunteering you will receive a show golf shirt,
which you can wear to any black tie event. So if you want to
help, please contact me either by phone or e-mail.

Show Volunteers to Date & Thank You:  Sal Fabozzi, Sean
Fitzpatrick, and Ron Roth 

Show Footnotes: Just to beat this up a little. I don’t care what
condition your condition is in. Push, pull, tow, I don’t care; you
need to support your club by being there with your bird. It is
participant judging, which means if somebody likes your car,
he or she will vote for you, and maybe just maybe win an
award. 

Welcome New Members: Vincent Famulari, and his 1964 T-
Bird from North Bellmore. I saw this car at our last outdoor
meeting at Burger King it is outstanding. Also Fred Oliver from
Kew Gardens Queens, and his 87 bird, and Dennis Friedman
from Mt. Sinai, and his 02 convertible.

Your Web Master Gets Hitched: On Sunday June 3, 2007 my
son and your Web Master married Debra Euler. The reception
was held at Timber Point Yacht Club in Great River, and great
time was had by all – Mazel Tov

Tuesday July 17th/Bald Hill Farmingville:
Another heads up for this cruise and outdoor meeting get togeth-
er. It fills up fast, and you should try to arrive as early as possible.
When you pull into to the show field we will be to the left, about
two rows in. This is a very popular gathering of car people, and
by 6 o’clock spots are at a minimum.

Current Issue of Hemmings Classic Car: This is a special
edition devoted to Thunderbirds. If you will look on page (30)
you will see a picture of “Big Bird”, and a few lines I wrote
about the car. 

May 17, 2007/Newsday: A small article and a few pictures
show that Ford’s Wixom assembly plant in Wixom, Michigan is
closing. The suburban Detroit factory, with (15) miles of
assembly lines, opened in 1957. Just a footnote to the plant: In
2000 Frani and I attended the ITC convention in Dearborn, and

were lucky enough to get a tour of the plant. For those who
don’t know the plant is where all Lincoln’s, Thunderbirds of
old, and the retro birds of this era where built.

On The Road Again/Ford Nationals Carlisle, Pa: Sing the
song if you like, but we are saddled up and getting out of
Dodge. I believe this is our fifth year in a row, with Mr.
Mustang and the boys. A really warm and humid weekend, (but
no rain for a change) same stuff just a different day, however
with close to a thousand Mustangs in attendance, Marc received
a special award from Mustang Enthusiast Magazine “Editors
Choice Award”. They wanted to do a photo shoot on Sunday,
but we could not stay, because of Gary’s wedding.

North Jersey Thunderbird Show/Saturday June 9, 2007:
Write up, and pictures of the guys on page 9.

Comedy Writer Jake Novak: “While police are warning par-
ents about a deadly mix of heroin and barbiturates coming out
of Texas known as “Cheese heroin” that sells for about $2 a hit,
there’s apparently an even more addictive item coming out of
Texas call ‘petroleum’ that’s currently selling for about $3.50 a
hit.

A thought: I guess I have been President for five or six years
now. I’m getting old and sometimes lose the count. Rudy does
the newsletter, and does a great job. Tony wears many hats VP,
Treasurer, and Advertising Guru, and Mr. Joe is your member-
ship director, they also do an excellent job. When will someone
else step up to the plate, and want to be one of us? Don’t get
wrong I love my job, and the pay is excellent, but what about
new blood. We the board accept our roles, and continue to do
what is expected of us. Don’t be shy if you want to be involved,
and be one of us let us know. Just a thought……………

Support our Advertisers

Peace

President’s Message by Elliott Weiner
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CLUB STORE

For Merchandise Call Elliott Weiner

(631) 724 - 3756

Club Jackets - Teal Satin w. Logo Front & Back

- $95 Pre-Order

Denim Jackets - All Sizes - $40

Cotton Twill Adjustable Hats - $15

Pro Mesh Adjustable Hats - $20

Short Sleeve Henley Shirts with Logo - Assorted

Colors - $20

Ceramic Mugs with Club Logo - $3.50

Grey Sweat Shirts Embroidered,

with Club Logo - 9 oz - $15.00

Club T-Shirts  - $10

LITC Scheduled Outdoor Meetings

2007

Saturday, April 14th - Auto Mat Interiors,

Hicksville- 9:30 AM

Monday, April 16th - Bertucci’s

Tuesday, May 15th -Farmingdale Burger King

Thursday, June 21nd- Oakdale Wendy’s

Tuesday, July 17th   - Bald Hill

Monday, August 6th -West Islip Mc Donald’s

Wednesday, Sept. 19th -Bagel Biz

LITC Scheduled Indoor Meetings

2007

LITC meets the 3rd Tuesday of Every Month

7:00 P.M.

Bertucci’s Restaurant and Pizzeria

January 16th, 2007

February 27th, 2007(4th Tue of Feb.)
March 20th, 2007

October 16th, 2007

November 13th, 2007 (2nd Tue. of Nov.)

2007 

Holiday Party

Date & Location TBA
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OCEANSIDE, NEW YORK 11572
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Event Schedule

2007

Easter Parade, Garden City - Sunday, April 8th

(Contact - Nick Matteo (516) 524 - 9163)

Ford Nationals

Carlisle, Pa. June 1st - 3rd

(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

Westbury Gardens - Sun. June 3th 

(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

N. Jersey T-Bird Show - Sat. June 9th

(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

Thunderama - Sunday, June 24th, 2007

New England Thunderbird Club

(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

Crossbay Cruisers Classics and Able Ford & Mustang

Showdown

Sunday, July 8th (Rain date July 15th)

Thunderbird/Ford Show

@ Syosset Ford 

Sun. July 22rd (Rain Date July 29th)

Sayville Street Fest - Sunday, August 5th

Copiague Show - Sunday September 9th

ITC Convention - Leigh Valley, Pa.

September 10th - 17th

(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

Veterans Affairs Medical Center

Northport

Wednesday, September 26th

(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

Bergen Point Boat Basin - TBA

Tanger Outlet Cruise - Riverhead TBA

“All Car Friendship Meet”

Sponsored by the Town of Oyster Bay

Marjorie R. Post Community  Park

Saturday, October 6th

LITC Holiday Party 

Cruise Listings

These are car club gatherings in various locations on Long Island.

(Spring - Summer - Fall)

For more information call Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756

MONDAY

Long Island Road Gents

Stop & Shop - Union Blvd. E. of Higbe Lane 

West Islip

TUESDAY

Town of Oyster Bay - Main Street

Bald Hill  - Farmingville

WEDNESDAY

KFC - William Floyd Parkway - Shirley

THURSDAY

Oakdale at Wendy’’s on Montauk Highway

Village of Lynbrook - Street Show (Atlantic Ave.)

King Kullen Shopping Center - Rt. 25A, Wading River

FRIDAY

Bellmore Train Station Parking Lot

Sunrise Highway & Bellmore Ave. to Bedford Ave.

Massapequa RR Station (Sponsored by Town of Oyster Bay)

SATURDAY

Holtzville - PAL Complex

Kohls Shopping Center - Deer Park

SUNDAY

Captree Boat Basin

AM Cruise

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Charlie Grippaldi - 3 July

Sal Canale - 6 July

Jim Lennon - 7 July

Peter Lange - 8 July

Phil Kordula - 14 July

Marc Weiner - 29 July



7

Buy & Sell

Parts for Sale: 1964-44 Ford Thunderbird, New Drivers Side

Quarter Repair Panel, motors, transmissions, rears, fenders,

hoods, trunk lids, glass, interior. Parts bought and sold.

Frank Del Rossi (704) 483-9554

For Sale: 1962 T-Bird, 58,500 miles, 390 cubic in. engine, auto-

matic, ps, pb, Ivory Quartz White with turqoise vinyl interior, AM

radio, almost new paint, rebuilt engine and transmission, wife’s

nice car. 

Make an Offer                                             Jay (516-294-9160)

For Sale: 1955 T-Bird, pw st, pw seats, pw w, pw brakes, V-8,

Auto, 6V Bat, Robin’s egg blue. Runs well once started, Good

condition. Needs interior work and cosmetics. Car can be seen

in Rockville Center. 81,000 actual miles.

$15,000  e-mail adinorth@aol.com or call         (646)-387-9826

For Sale: 1971 Thunderbird, Metallic Brown,  4 door, 429 cu.

in. engine, PS, PB, Auto Trans, AC, Vinyl Top, Leather Interior

$3,500  or best offer         Rudy Bauer (516) 489-4924

For Sale: 1988 Thunderbird with 8,400 original miles. 5 Speed

Transmission, well equipped, leather interior. This car never

saw rain or snow.

$14,000                           Roseann McFadden (631) 205-0334

mailto:adinorth@aol.com or call         (646)-387-9826
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MAY MEETING REPORT

Our May outdoor meeting was held on Tuesday, the 15

th

@

7:00 PM. The weather was nice, 60 degrees but it was

breezy. There were ten members and eight Thunderbirds:

Art Fleming – ’75 Tbird, Sal Milazzo – ’04 Tbird, John Mauro

– ’05 Tbird, Nick Matteo – ’60 Tbird, Vince Famulari – ’64

Tbird, Tony Eppolito – ’05 Tbird, Michael Ficco – ’63 Tbird,

Joe Apicella – ’72 Torino, Elliott Winer – Mustang. The 64

Tbird was new to the club. It was just purchased by Vince

Famulari. It is a yellow landau in very nice condition. The

next meeting will be June 22

nd

at Wendy’s in Oakdale.

Hope to see you there.

Art Fleming, your secretary

Please

Patronize

our

Advertisers

Setauket Memorial Day Parade

Tony Coloneri drove his 1966 Thunderbird

Converftible in the parade.He chauffered the

Grand Marshal, John Eisenhart in the rear of

the car. The parade horored a contingent of

WWII verterans. It took place on Main Street

between the Setauket Village Green and

Memorial Park on Route 25A.
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NORTH JERSEY THUNDERBIRD SHOW
SATURDAY JUNE 9, 2007

by Elliott Weiner

As has been my tradition for the last thirteen some odd years, I pre-registered for the NJTS, but this year I had company.

The game plan was to meet at the police barracks on the SSP at 6:45 in the morning on Saturday, and caravan into Pompton Plains. It was a lit-
tle over cast with the threat of thunderstorms (remember it is only water), but in never happened.

There were six of us: Art Flemming with his 75, John Frisbie with his 02, Nick Matteo with his 60, Alexander Sosiak with his 59 (who looks
great, and I was overjoyed to see him), Paul Rosina with his 59 and yours truly with Big Bird. We all agreed that I would lead, (Davy Crockett
lives) and off we went. Over the Throggs Neck Bridge, and through the Bronx, and at seven in the morning it was a pleasure until we hit the
GW. They closed off two lanes on the upper level for construction ( I think the Mayor was painting the white lines, but I never saw him), and it
was a little iffy getting by, but we managed.

Getting to the show is relatively easy, and from Smithtown it is only about seventy miles. We arrived in a little over an hour, and all the birds
were intact. On arrival we meet John Nardozzi with his 04 AKA “The Bling King”. John had notified me earlier in the week that he would
meet us there.

OK over one hundred birds in attendance, and some beautiful cars. Tom Young from Maryland trailered his 60 bird. This car is one of the most
amazing birds around. Tom build this by himself except for the paint. It is a two door with a white body, and red roof, just an excellent exam-
ple of what Ford build in those early years.

The show itself is on grass, and around a local church. On one side of the church were the little, and retro birds. Just a footnote to the retros: I
believe there were close to twenty five of them at one time. When you enter the show they take a picture of your car, with or without you, and
weather you win an award or not, you get a plaque with your picture.

I love this show, because of the targeted audience, have made many friends through out the years, and belong to their club. Also listed below
are some of the awards that were won by the boys.

John Nardozzi – First place
Alexander Sosiak – Second place

The Pres – Second place
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Insurance Companies Represented

Grundy, American Hobbyist Ins. Hagerty, JC Taylor, American Collectors
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L.I. THUNDERBIRD CLUB

Date: Tuesday,July 17th, 2007

In case of inclement weather call:

Elliott Weiner - (631) 724-3756  (after 4:30 PM)

Time:  7:00 P.M. or earlier if possible 

Place: Bald Hill, Farmkingville, Long Island

Directions: LIE to Exit 63 (South Ocean Ave.)

Go north for 1/4 mile. Look for the signs for the

entrance to Bald Hill.

Harborfields Car Show - John Frisbie wins

1st Prize with his 2003 T-Bird; Sal Furnari

wins 2nd Place with his 1965 T-Bird.


