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What’s in Your Driveway

Frank Del Rossi’s 1966 Thunderbird

Year and other descriptive Items:

1966 Triple Black Original Thunderbird

Convertible.

What makes this car unique? 

This was a “California Car” until I purchased it.

The car is a factory “Q code” car and it has all

the options included that year such as: Auto,

P/S, P/D/B/, A/C, P/antenna, Spinner Hubcaps,

Fender Skirts, Tinted Glass, Dual Mirrors. 

What is the history of your Thunderbird?

I have owned this car since 1981 (26 years). I

am the 3rd owner. Since 1981 there was a com-

plete restoration and on 6,000 miles have been

added. The car is restored to all orginal specifi-

cations.

What is the current value of your car?

I really don’t know the value of the car. However,

I would never sell it.

Vanity Plate and its meaning or how you
decided on this plate: 

The car currently has 1966 North Carolina

Plates.

Comments:

Frank has been a member of the LITC for many years.
Even though he and his family have relocated, Frank con-
tinues to be in contact and is supportive of our organiza-
tion. 
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Help Wanted, and How’s Your E-Mail

We have a few things to address in this issue of Bird Talk. One is Joe Apicella is
stepping down at the end of this year as Membership Director. We will miss him,
and his work ethics in keeping our membership roster, and e-mail address book up
to date.

So if you feel you want to join us at the board, and fill Mr. Joe’s shoes, here is his
job description

You will maintain the current membership work sheet. It is in an Excel spread
sheet, and must be updated on a regular basis.
You must deposit dues and miscellaneous checks as they arrive in a local Bank of
America branch.
Our monthly newsletter is sent out two ways. One by snail mail, and the other by
e-mail. You will create an address book with all the e-mail members, and forward
our newsletter to all concerned on a monthly basis. Along with the newsletter, you
will e-mail notices to the members as we get them.

If you are interested in being the next membership director, and joining us on the
board, you need to contact me ASAP

Event Coordinator: We are also creating a new position on the board called
“Event Coordinator”. This person will be pro active in regard to all the car shows
and events in and around our area. This person will create an e-mail address book
with all our members who are on line, and on a regular basis keep them up to date
with shows, and events.

I hear rumblings that members would go to some of the shows we hi light if we
could get some one to head the posse. I will supervise this position, and who ever
is the lucky individual to head this project will work closely with me in getting all
the info out to the membership. 

Next is your e-mail address. Our goal is to have everybody that is on line, to
receive the monthly newsletter electronically. As of this issue we are almost there.
Effective January 2008 everybody that has an e-mail address will receive the Bird
Talk via the inter net. This move will save the club hundreds of dollars annually,
and will put our available funds to better use.

As an e-mail footnote: If for some reason you still want the hard copy of the
newsletter each month, you must request that through me. I thank you for your
cooperation.

We Still Need Photo’s of Your Car: We are out of bullets or pictures of members
Thunderbirds for the front cover. If you have pictures of your car, please send
them to me. If you want me to take pictures of your car, call me “Have camera will
travel.”

Next Indoor Club Meeting/Tuesday October 16th at Bertucci’s Restaurant in
Melville: Hard to believe that our outdoor meeting’s and the summer are behind
us. I will recap the outdoor/Show season, ITC convention, and hopefully create
some interesting dialogue for the future. Remember game time is 7 ish, and the
club will buy pizza. 

Saturday September 8 th/Thunderbird Owners Mini-Concourse at Bethpage
State Park: I was invited to attend their Mini-Concourse as a non-member, but a
valued guest.

They have this event every year, and it’s a picnic and car show rolled into one. I
brought my Mustang to keep with their theme that small is cute, and big is big.

I arrived at about 8 ish to help them set up, and by 11 ish there were at least (20)
little birds in attendance. 

Here’s how it works. They have a head judge, and he judges all the cars by him-
self. They than give out plaques similar to what was given out at the Syosset show,
for first, second, and third place

Than there is food, and lots of it, everybody brings something. I believe the club
pays for the soda, and a few other items.

I had a nice time, and it broke up about 3 ish. This was a club function, just cars,
members, and food. My question is why we can’t do this.

If anyone wants to step up to the plate, and help me organize this event for 2008,
just call me.

Holiday Party with TONY/Saturday Night January 12 th at Stuart Thomas
Manor in Farmingdale:
The cost will be around $45.00 to $50.00 per person, and both clubs will pick up
the tax, and split the cost of the DJ. Will be a sit down dinner, open bar, and I will
have more details as we get closer

I have had my umpire breakfast there, the last four years, and I they do a nice job.

Interesting Article: In the current issue of Old Cars weekly newspaper, they write
about the 72 Thunderbird. It makes for interesting reading because of the follow-
ing.

The massive two-door hardtop topped the scales at 4,414 pounds. This was the
sixth generation of the bird. The 429 engine was standard, with the 460 optional.
You had (23) colors to pick from, and Ford offered a Glamour Paint Option, in
which a number of colors were hand rubbed to perfection. It had Lincolnesque in
looks. You had the choice of Lamont Cloth or genuine leather, both available in
(7) colors, and (17) differing configurations. Michelin X Radial black wall tires
were standard, and guaranteed for 40,000 miles.

Options included SelectAire air conditioning, tinted glass, electric window
defroster, tilt wheel, sunroof, Traction-Lok differential, deluxe seat belts, with a
warning light. Just to name a few. The production numbers were 57,800 units, and
that was up from 46,055 from the previous year

ITC Convention with Mr. Fleming, Mr. Rosina, and the Pres: Art and I had a
nice week in Pa, and Paul arrived on Thursday to join us. Too much to talk about,
so stay tuned on the next issue of Bird Talk At that time I will bring everybody up
to speed on the events, and awards.

According to the Jewish calendar, this year is 5768
According to the Chinese calendar, this year is 4705
That means for 1063 years the Jews went without Chinese food. These years are
known as the dark ages.

Peace

President’s Message by Elliott Weiner
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CLUB STORE

For Merchandise Call Elliott Weiner
(631) 724 - 3756

Club Jackets - Teal Satin w. Logo Front & Back

- $95 Pre-Order

Denim Jackets - All Sizes - $40

Cotton Twill Adjustable Hats - $15

Pro Mesh Adjustable Hats - $20

Short Sleeve Henley Shirts with Logo - Assorted

Colors - $20

Ceramic Mugs with Club Logo - $3.50

Grey Sweat Shirts Embroidered,

with Club Logo - 9 oz - $15.00

Club T-Shirts  - $10

LITC Scheduled Outdoor Meetings
2007

Saturday, April 14th - Auto Mat Interiors,

Hicksville- 9:30 AM

Monday, April 16th - Bertucci’s

Tuesday, May 15th -Farmingdale Burger King

Thursday, June 21nd- Oakdale Wendy’s

Tuesday, July 17th   - Bald Hill

Monday, August 6th -West Islip Mc Donald’s

Wednesday, Sept. 19th -Bagel Biz

LITC Scheduled Indoor Meetings
2007

LITC meets the 3rd Tuesday of Every Month

7:00 P.M.

Bertucci’s Restaurant and Pizzeria

January 16th, 2007

February 27th, 2007(4th Tue of Feb.)
March 20th, 2007

October 16th, 2007
November 13th, 2007 (2nd Tue. of Nov.)

2007 

TONY/LITC Holiday Party

January 12th, 2008 @ Stuart Thomas Manor



5

2700 LONG BEACH ROAD
OCEANSIDE, NEW YORK 11572

(516) 766-4411                 SUSAN & JIMMY C 
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Event Schedule
2007

Easter Parade, Garden City - Sunday, April 8th

(Contact - Nick Matteo (516) 524 - 9163)

Ford Nationals

Carlisle, Pa. June 1st - 3rd

(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

Westbury Gardens - Sun. June 3th 

(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

N. Jersey T-Bird Show - Sat. June 9th

(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

Thunderama - Sunday, June 24th, 2007

New England Thunderbird Club

(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

Crossbay Cruisers Classics and Able Ford & Mustang

Showdown

Sunday, July 8th (Rain date July 15th)

Thunderbird/Ford Show

@ Syosset Ford 

Sun. July 22rd (Rain Date July 29th)

Sayville Street Fest - Sunday, August 5th

Copiague Show - Sunday September 9th

ITC Convention - Leigh Valley, Pa.

September 10th - 17th

(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

Veterans Affairs Medical Center
Northport

Wednesday, September 26th
(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

Bergen Point Boat Basin - TBA

Tanger Outlet Cruise - Riverhead TBA

“All Car Friendship Meet”
Sponsored by the Town of Oyster Bay

Marjorie R. Post Community  Park

Saturday, October 6th

LITC Holiday Party 

Cruise Listings

These are car club gatherings in various locations on Long Island.

(Spring - Summer - Fall)

For more information call Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756

MONDAY

Long Island Road Gents

Stop & Shop - Union Blvd. E. of Higbe Lane 

West Islip

TUESDAY

Town of Oyster Bay - Main Street

Bald Hill  - Farmingville

WEDNESDAY

KFC - William Floyd Parkway - Shirley

THURSDAY

Oakdale at Wendy’’s on Montauk Highway

Village of Lynbrook - Street Show (Atlantic Ave.)

King Kullen Shopping Center - Rt. 25A, Wading River

FRIDAY

Bellmore Train Station Parking Lot

Sunrise Highway & Bellmore Ave. to Bedford Ave.

Massapequa RR Station (Sponsored by Town of Oyster Bay)

SATURDAY

Holtzville - PAL Complex

Kohls Shopping Center - Deer Park

SUNDAY
Captree Boat Basin

AM Cruise

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Joe Apicella - October 1st

John R. Sullivan - October 4th

Walter Stoeber - October 6th
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Buy & Sell

Parts for Sale: 1964-44 Ford Thunderbird, New Drivers Side

Quarter Repair Panel, motors, transmissions, rears, fenders,

hoods, trunk lids, glass, interior. Parts bought and sold.

Frank Del Rossi (704) 483-9554

For Sale: 1962 T-Bird, 58,500 miles, 390 cubic in. engine, auto-

matic, ps, pb, Ivory Quartz White with turqoise vinyl interior, AM

radio, almost new paint, rebuilt engine and transmission, wife’s

nice car. 

Make an Offer                                             Jay (516-294-9160)

For Sale: 1955 T-Bird, pw st, pw seats, pw w, pw brakes, V-8,

Auto, 6V Bat, Robin’s egg blue. Runs well once started, Good

condition. Needs interior work and cosmetics. Car can be seen

in Rockville Center. 81,000 actual miles.

$15,000  e-mail adinorth@aol.com or call         (646)-387-9826

For Sale: 1971 Thunderbird, Metallic Brown,  4 door, 429 cu.

in. engine, PS, PB, Auto Trans, AC, Vinyl Top, Leather Interior

$3,500  or best offer         Rudy Bauer (516) 489-4924

For Sale: 1988 Thunderbird with 8,400 original miles. 5 Speed

Transmission, well equipped, leather interior. This car never

saw rain or snow.

$14,000                           Roseann McFadden (631) 205-0334

Buy & Sell (continued)

For Sale: 1981 Cadillac Fleetwood Brougham, 2 Door, Maron,

Leather Seats, Loaded, 64,000 Original Miles

$12,500                                              Tommy (718) 274-8069

WANTED: Garage - Dry, Secure, Accessible, Affordable 

Location: Queens or Western Nassau       Ros (718) 932-5351

mailto:adinorth@aol.com or call         (646)-387-9826
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A Message from Sal Furnari

The following is from a recent e-mail that I received.

Subject: CITGO CHANGING NAME

NEWS FLASH:

Chavez of Venezuela is NOW getting a Russian Weapons

Factory built by Putin. The RUSSIANS ARE BUILDING AN ak-47

Kalashnikov Assault Rifle factory in Venezuela, to give armament

support to Communist Rebel groups throughout the Americas. 

Chavez NOW has IRANIANS operating his oil refineries in

Venezuela for him. It is likely that only a matter of time, if not

already, before Chavez has Iranian built LONG RANGE MIS-

SILES, with a variety of warhead types aimed at : Guess Who?

CITGO is NOW in the process of changing its name to PETRO

EXPRESS due to the loss of gasoline sales in the USA due to the

recent publicity of ownership by Chavez of Venezuela. Every dol-

lar you spend with CITGO or PETRO EXPRESS gasoline will be

used against you, your basic human rights, and your freedoms. He

will start wars here in the Americas that will probably be the death

of millions of free people.

THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT because Chavez is starting to feel

the loss of revenue from his holdings! HE OWNS CITGO. This is

a very important move that everyone should be aware of. 

and now..THE REST OF THE STORY

Birdtalk featured Alexander’ Soisiak’s 1959 Thunderbird on the
cover of the July issue. The following is the report that Alexander

Soisiak filed with us. 

My 1959 Thunderbird is my first car. I have owned it for over twen-

ty-six years.  I wanted a 1959 Thunderbird every since summer

camp in 1976 when a friend, Myron Pytwan, introduced me to the

cars of the 1950's. To me and many other car enthusiasts, the

1970's in many ways were the dark ages for the automobile. Cars

of that era were worse in almost every way there their predeces-

sors. True, they had more modern amenities and more modern

technology, but the majority were slower, uglier and lower in qual-

ity than the cars that had been built before. Before Myron showed

me these magazines, I never realized that cars could be beautiful.

In one of the magazines Myron had lent me, there was an article

about the 1958 to 1960 Thunderbirds. It praised the Thunderbird

as beautiful design by George Walker. The car was Ford's first use

of unibody construction.  The unibody design had two advantages.

It allowed the interior to be large for a car of its compact size. Plus,

it gave the designers the ability to make the car very low in profile.

The passengers sit very low in the car - so low in fact that the

transmission and drive train run on the same level with the seats.

This created a new problem - what to do with the large hump run-

ning through the car? George Walker brilliantly solved this prob-

lem, by covering the hump with a console. The Thunderbird cre-



ated a new class of car - the personal luxury car. A personal luxu-

ry car was smaller than a full size car, but had all the luxuries of the

day. The car also had all the modern conveniences of the era avail-

able: power steering, power brakes, power seats, power windows

and air-conditioning. Without any pictures, this sold me on the car.

I had to get one. Nearly every personal car thereafter copied

Thunderbird's format of two bucket seats between a full length

console. Rivera, Monte Carlo and every luxury make such as

Mercedes, BMW, Lexus and Acura have been imitators of the inno-

vative Thunderbird concept.

I had to wait until after graduating college to get my 1959

Thunderbird. My father would not allow me to get a license before

age 21 and I did not have a full time job. I saved all the money I

made from working in my first job as a laboratory assistant to buy

the Thunderbird. I made no unnecessary expenditures - I really

wanted this car. I saved $3000 to buy this car. I wanted a 1959,

because the 1958 models had problems with all new coil spring

suspension in the rear and the 1959 used ordinary leaf springs in

their place. The 1959 also had the cleanest styling of the three

years, using a tube grill that was very much like the ones customiz-

ers of the day put on their show vehicles. I saw nine 1959

Thunderbirds before I bought my car - all the cars happened to be

white. The car I bought had nearly every option available for that

year except the larger 430 engine and leather seats. I bought the

car from an Elmont Long Island car collector in the Spring of 1981.

The car was advertised as 95% restored, but I knew nothing about

restoring cars at the time. The car was more like 95% messed up.

It had many parts that were missing and incorrect. It took twenty

years to get the car to its present condition.

The first ride home after I bought the car was an adventure. I

dared not take the highway, since I had no idea how well the car

would do at speed. Would the brakes even work? I had a friend in

another car guide me home on the local streets from Elmont to

Forest Hills. The first stop after picking up the car was at a service

station to fill up the tires with air. The car had five different tires! We

could not get at three of the valve stems, because of the wheel

covers, so we removed them. The fourth had an extension. I want-

ed to remove that wheel cover, but my friend, John Wachnicki,

advised me to leave it on, since it has been on there for more than

twenty years. So, I left it on. On a smooth boulevard on that trip

home, I was coming to a gradual stop behind my friend's car. All of

a sudden, I heard a pop and a clang. I looked out the window and

saw to my amazement the last wheel cover rolling slowly exactly

down the center line of the road toward my friend's car. It rolled so

slowly, I was able to honk my horn and point it out to my friend. He

could not believe the site either. The wheel cover came to rest on

the center line.

Since then I had nearly lost many wheel covers. I rode with no

wheel covers for a time, then switched to dog-dish hubcaps, and

then to aftermarket wheel covers that held better than stock ones.

Finally, about a dozen years ago, I devised a method of securing

the stock wheel covers using a Mcgard center cp lock, covering it

with the optional Sun Ray appliqué.

During the car's complete restoration ten years ago, I disassem-

bled the car to a bare shell. The engine, interior, windows, wiring

and trim were removed. Stan's Automotive in Hempstead Long

Island did the bodywork and paint. I reassembled the car myself,

replacing, rechroming or reconditioning every part put back on.

The K & R Service Station in Forest Hills did some of the more dif-

ficult mechanical jobs such as servicing the transmission and

installing the front brakes. There are a few modifications on the

car, but all are done keeping with the era in which the car was built.

I put blue dot taillights in the unused inner backup light lenses.

These small diamond shaped pieces of glass were safety devices

invented in the 1920's to allow the dim car taillight of the period to

be seen further since the eye is more sensitive to blue light than to

red light. They were soon made illegal in most states, but hot rod-

ders until the 1960's customized their vehicles with these lights,

because the cool purple glow that the combination of a red lens

with a blue dot was worth the risk of a summons. Other modifica-

tions include replacement of the draft tube of the engine with a

custom Postive Crankcase Ventilation valve system that is mostly

hidden beneath the large stock air filter housing using some pieces

from a 1963 Ford. A radiator overflow tank is constructed from a

mason jar. Windshield washer reservoirs of many cars of the

1950's resemble mason jars. Since the original radio in the car

only plays modern radio signals, I decided to replace it with a

stereo. The radio still appears and operates as original. The stereo

is behind the truncated original radio with thee original volume

knob controlling the volume of the new Clarion stereo via a pulley

system. The additional speakers are hidden in the behind the

headliner and the six CD changer is hidden under the passenger

seat.

The car won its highest honor by winning first place in the 1958-

1960 formal judging class at the International Thunderbird Club

convention in Plattsburg, New York in July of 2000.  The car is now

classified as a senior car in the club and wears the honorary sen-

ior badge above its front license plate. The car made a 1500-mile

trouble-free round trip in July 2001 to International Thunderbird

Club convention in Dearborn, Michigan for the unveiling of the

2002 Thunderbird.

This Thunderbird has taught me a lot about cars. I was indoc-

trinated into the world of the old car hobby. I have made the pil-

grimage to Carlisle al least once yearly since 1981. I spent many

hours at junkyards scavenging for parts for my car. My favorite sal-

vage yard was Kober's. It was sad when it closed in July of 2000

due to increasing EPA regulations.

The best thing that the Thunderbird has given me is the contact

and friendship of so many other people in the old car hobby. I have

friends across the country and around the world because of this

car. I proudly belong to the ITC and the VTCI. I also run a website

and message board, squarebirds.org, so I could share my knowl-

edge and enthusiasm about Thunderbirds.

When I bought this Thunderbird, I wanted this car to be my first

car, and the car that would last me the rest of my life. I could not

let this go at any price. I have so many memories in this car from

the time it was my daily driver to its present show car condition. It

has never left me stranded. The rare times when it would break

down in the early years, it would do so at the destination. There are

so many joyful rides I have taken with friends over the years in this

car. Regularly, we would use it to go to the movies or restaurants.

I would use this car to drive up to my parent's summer home in the

Catskills each summer and use it in my commute to work as a bar-

tender in Kerhonkson, NY in the 1980's. 

This is no garage queen. Recently, a visitor to a local car show

asked me for how much I would sell my Thunderbird. I told him

there is no price I would sell it. He glibly responded that I would

gladly sell it if he offered me $300,000. I told him I would be poor-

er if I took the money for the car.

The car is doing very well and does not look its age.

Unfortunately, I was diagnosed with sarcoma, a cancer, in

December of 2006. The disease has spread from the primary site

in my left thigh to my lungs. I am currently being treated with exper-

imental chemotherapy at Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. I hope to

get many more years of enjoyment out of this magnificent machine

called Thunderbird.

Alexander Soisiak
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Insurance Companies Represented

Grundy, American Hobbyist Ins. Hagerty, JC Taylor, American Collectors
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L.I. THUNDERBIRD CLUB

Date: Tuesday, October 16th, 2007

In case of inclement weather call:

Elliott Weiner - (631) 724-3756  (after 4:30 PM)

Time:  7:00 PM or earlier if possible

Place: BERTUCCI’S Pizzeria & Restaurant
881 Walt Whitman Road

Melville, Long Island

Directions:

One block north of Northern State Parkway

Route 110 becomes Walt Whitman Road  


