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What’s in Your Driveway

Shelly Janowitz’s 1957 Thunderbird

Year and other descriptive Items: 1957

What makes this car unique? 

The car is a true west coast car (making the car cleaner

bodywise)..

What is the current value of your car?

$25,000 - $30,000 +/-

Vanity Plate and its meaning or how you decided on

this plate: I purchased the plates on E Bay from a web-

site that deals with original plates from the years you

need. Mine or course are from 1957

What is the history of your Thunderbird?

When “Shelly” Sheldon rolls up along side another car at a traffic

light, its lie “de ja vu” all over again for the Melville resident who

spent much of his youth revving engines and buring rubber on

the streets of Queens, when such “Yogisms” were first being

uttered by ball players in the Bronx: “I like fast cars...muscle cars

from the ‘50’s and ‘60’s, said Shelly. Shelly’s first car was a ‘59

Chevy Impala convertible, black with red interior. She was a

beauty. He also owned a ‘60 Thunderbird Convertible.

Growing up in the ‘50’s cars were works of art. They had person-

ality and every year they changed. We couldn’t wait to see the

new models coming out. “Cars were the ultimate for us”, said

shelly. A childhood friend Marty and I used to drive around with

the top down and the radio on full blast...you never out grow it.

Marty has insprided me to recapture part of my yout, our youth,

and has helped me obtain my dream car 1957 Thunderbird

Convertible. 

I looked for years but couldn’t find one that wasn’t in horrendous

condition. My Grandsons Dustin and Jonny are the ones who

diligently searched internet and found my car. I immediately got

in touch with the owners Gillian and Paul, formally of New York,

now residing in Marina Del Ray, Ca. A car collectors dream. So

off to California went my appraiser. Gillian and Paul assured me

that the body was clean and it was a great driver. The car was

clean and needed a little work. We had the interior redone, in

white and to match the top. The car was then shipped to New

York. The car was gone over by a close friend Danny, the owner

of Harmony Auto Services Center in Fresh Meadows, New York

where he said, “the car’s mint”.

This car is a true piece of the great era of muscle cars in the

United States and will be handed down to my grandchildre,

dustin, Jonny, Darren and Matthew. I hope they will enjoy the

pleasure of cruising a vintage muscle car as did I at their age.

HOLIDAY PARTY - See page 9
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Confessions of an X Garbage Man 
&

ITC Convention Coverage

Hey did the above get your attention. We have a lot to cover this issue,
so get in, sit down, tune in, and hold on

2008 Club Dues: Your club dues of $29.00 are due next month. Since
nobody stepped up to the plate to become our new Membership Director,
I have assumed this responsibility.Well let’s see I’m the President,
Merchandise Director, and now Membership Director. Do I sound a little
annoyed, you bet your hub cap. But I will deal with it.
On or about December 1, you will receive a separate mailing for your
dues. Contained in the envelope will be a membership update form, and
the amount you owe for 2008, which is $29.00. Please make your check
payable to Long Island Thunderbird Club, and return it in the envelope
provided.This year there will be no chasing you for the money. So if
monies are not received by with a reasonable amount of time, your name
will be flagged, and effective March 15, 2008 you be deleted from our
club roster.

VA Northport Hospital/Wednesday September 26, 2007: A small
gathering of Bird people at the Harvest Fest. My thanks go to Sal Canale,
(and Sal lives in Queens) and his wife, and his 02 retro, Mr. Coloneri, Mr.
Steuer, and from TONY Mr. Benfante, and let not us forget Ms Swensen,
who brought her Kaiser Darrin, no not Bobby Darin

ITC Convention/Bethlehem Pa: A great week of cars, namely
Thunderbirds and events. Since Frani could not attend this year, I asked
Art Fleming if he would like to room with me. Of course Art being the
politician he is said “no”, but I begged and he still said “no”. All kidding
a side it was a nice week.We arrived on Sunday the 16th, checked in at
the Best Western in Bethlehem, and just hung out for the balance of the
day. Monday the 17th/Canal boat Ride on the Lehigh Canal: In the
early 1800’s anthracite coal was transported on these canal boats through
Pa, to as far as New York. We took the tour along with about fifty people
from the club. The entire trip took about three hours, and the canal boat
was actually pulled by two mules. We received a history lesson and a
boxed lunch.Tuesday the 18th/Yuengling Beer Brewery & Road Side
America: From what I heard the brewery is the oldest one in the USA.
We were given transportation, and the trip from the hotel took about an
hour and half. The tour it self took about an hour, and at the end we were
given samples of what they brew. I had to tear Art away from the pumps,
until they decided to feed him thru a tube.After the tour we had lunch at
a quaint restaurant in Port Clinton, Pa. This town was so small, that if
they had a parade, there would be no one to watch. The food was good,
and off to Roadside America. Roadside is building that houses a minia-
ture working city. When growing up if you liked trains this was your cup
of java.  So you guys still with me, and off to Wednesday
Wednesday the 19th/Martin Guitar Factory& Museum: I thought this
would be boring, because I’m not into guitars, but I was wrong. They
produce about 180 to 200 pieces a day, and sometimes it could take up to
four months to complete a custom unit. Some of the pieces could cost
thousands of dollars.On the way back to the hotel we stopped at the
NASCAR Museum. If you’re into NASCAR, close to 60,000 pieces of
memorabilia on display. On the men’s room door it read “Head”, and
inside where stuffed animal heads on the wall. I thought it was creative,
I guess you had to be there.I almost forgot about Wednesday night. In
the hotel there was mystery dinner theater, and the theme was “Peggy
Sue got Buried” Art won Thunderbird book ends for guessing who done

it.Thursday the 20th/Bethlehem Street Fest: At about 4: 30 in the after-
noon, we had a police escort from the hotel to down town Bethlehem.
About fifty birds, through red lights, and stop signs, and when we were
all tucked in, in our parking spaces, it reminded me of the Sayvlle Street
Fest. I guess the town has not seen anything this big, unless they were
waiting for Elvis to surface again. Nice people, and Art, and I ate dinner
at Mama Nina’s a local restaurant in town, which had excellent food. 
On a footnote to Thursday, Paul Rosina arrived, and joined in the festiv-
ities. Friday the 21st: This was a day to clean your car, and get ready for
Saturday’s show. There was a pool party at night with food and music.
Saturday the 22nd/Car Show & Banquet: The big day had finally
arrived. As in the past I volunteered to judge, and this year my task was
operations. I had never done operations before, and as opposed to what
goes on at our local shows, everything has to work. I’m given a check
list, and the owner operates the vehicle, and for example if your back up
lights do not work you lose a point. This is not a concourse show, but as
the head judge told us “it has to look like it came from the factory.” 
If you are in the touring class, as were Art and I, it is a 200 point system.
I think between 192 and 200 is first place, and so on down the line. Ok,
back to the show, and some interesting cars in attendance. The Apollo
was there, remember they made five of these, and I believe only two or
three are still around. Some guy from North Carolina showed up with his
version of the Thunder Jeep. It is a Ford Ranchero with a 1977
Thunderbird nose. I spoke with the owner, and he claims that it bolted as
easy as pie. There where plenty of retro birds, and that style out num-
bered all the other classes. One of the nicest cars I have seen it a while
was Tom Young’s 1960 Square Bird. He built this car to specs, and it is
a trailer queen, but I cannot blame him for that. He would have been best
in show, but there is no best in show. The judging ended about 1 PM, and
the show broke about 3:30. Off to the awards banquet, and dinner.
Two guest speakers, one was a former engineer at Ford, and the other was
an assemblyman from Rochester, who brought an 81 Landau to the show.
Art and I placed first with our cars. Paul decided not to have his car
judged. The plaques were something very unusual, they were made out
of slate. We were also given coasters made out of slate with the theme of
the convention on it

Overall no physical problems and a nice week. At our next indoor meet-
ing, I will bring pictures, and stuff for your perusal  

American Gangster in the Movies/November 2, 2007: Remember that
AG premiers on November 2nd. Come watch Joe Apicella, Ed
Borschein, Mike Foran, Charlie Steuer, Marc Weiner, and yours truly
make their screen debut on the big screen. Autographs at the January
meeting.

Marti Report: For those who do not know what the Marti Report is. It
is a company in Arizona, which will take your vin number, and in return
will send you all the info on your car. The deluxe report is $40.00, plus 

President’s Message by Elliott Weiner
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CLUB STORE

For Merchandise Call Elliott Weiner

(631) 724 - 3756

Club Jackets - Teal Satin w. Logo Front & Back

- $95 Pre-Order

Denim Jackets - All Sizes - $40

Cotton Twill Adjustable Hats - $15

Pro Mesh Adjustable Hats - $20

Short Sleeve Henley Shirts with Logo - Assorted

Colors - $20

Ceramic Mugs with Club Logo - $3.50

Grey Sweat Shirts Embroidered,

with Club Logo - 9 oz - $15.00

Club T-Shirts  - $10

LITC Scheduled Outdoor Meetings

2007

Saturday, April 14th - Auto Mat Interiors,

Hicksville- 9:30 AM

Monday, April 16th - Bertucci’s

Tuesday, May 15th -Farmingdale Burger King

Thursday, June 21nd- Oakdale Wendy’s

Tuesday, July 17th   - Bald Hill

Monday, August 6th -West Islip Mc Donald’s

Wednesday, Sept. 19th -Bagel Biz

LITC Scheduled Indoor Meetings

2007

LITC meets the 3rd Tuesday of Every Month

7:00 P.M.

Bertucci’s Restaurant and Pizzeria

January 16th, 2007

February 27th, 2007(4th Tue of Feb.)

March 20th, 2007

October 16th, 2007

November 13th, 2007 (2nd Tue. of Nov.)

2007 

TONY/LITC Holiday Party

January 12th, 2008 @ Stuart Thomas Manor
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2700 LONG BEACH ROAD

OCEANSIDE, NEW YORK 11572

(516) 766-4411                 SUSAN & JIMMY C 



6

Event Schedule

2007

Easter Parade, Garden City - Sunday, April 8th

(Contact - Nick Matteo (516) 524 - 9163)

Ford Nationals

Carlisle, Pa. June 1st - 3rd

(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

Westbury Gardens - Sun. June 3th 

(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

N. Jersey T-Bird Show - Sat. June 9th

(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

Thunderama - Sunday, June 24th, 2007

New England Thunderbird Club

(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

Crossbay Cruisers Classics and Able Ford & Mustang

Showdown

Sunday, July 8th (Rain date July 15th)

Thunderbird/Ford Show

@ Syosset Ford 

Sun. July 22rd (Rain Date July 29th)

Sayville Street Fest - Sunday, August 5th

Copiague Show - Sunday September 9th

ITC Convention - Leigh Valley, Pa.

September 10th - 17th

(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

Veterans Affairs Medical Center

Northport

Wednesday, September 26th

(Contact - Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756)

Bergen Point Boat Basin - TBA

Tanger Outlet Cruise - Riverhead TBA

“All Car Friendship Meet”

Sponsored by the Town of Oyster Bay

Marjorie R. Post Community  Park

Saturday, October 6th

LITC Holiday Party 

Cruise Listings

These are car club gatherings in various locations on Long Island.

(Spring - Summer - Fall)

For more information call Elliott Weiner (631) 724-3756

MONDAY

Long Island Road Gents

Stop & Shop - Union Blvd. E. of Higbe Lane 

West Islip

TUESDAY

Town of Oyster Bay - Main Street

Bald Hill  - Farmingville

WEDNESDAY

KFC - William Floyd Parkway - Shirley

THURSDAY

Oakdale at Wendy’’s on Montauk Highway

Village of Lynbrook - Street Show (Atlantic Ave.)

King Kullen Shopping Center - Rt. 25A, Wading River

FRIDAY

Bellmore Train Station Parking Lot

Sunrise Highway & Bellmore Ave. to Bedford Ave.

Massapequa RR Station (Sponsored by Town of Oyster Bay)

SATURDAY

Holtzville - PAL Complex

Kohls Shopping Center - Deer Park

SUNDAY

Captree Boat Basin

AM Cruise

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Thomas Mancuso - Nov 7th

John Nardozzi - Nov 13th

Dr. Louis Cortegiano - Nov 20th
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Buy & Sell

Parts for Sale: 1964-44 Ford Thunderbird, New Drivers Side

Quarter Repair Panel, motors, transmissions, rears, fenders,

hoods, trunk lids, glass, interior. Parts bought and sold.

Frank Del Rossi (704) 483-9554

For Sale: 1962 T-Bird, 58,500 miles, 390 cubic in. engine, auto-

matic, ps, pb, Ivory Quartz White with turqoise vinyl interior, AM

radio, almost new paint, rebuilt engine and transmission, wife’s

nice car. 

Make an Offer                                             Jay (516-294-9160)

For Sale: 1955 T-Bird, pw st, pw seats, pw w, pw brakes, V-8,

Auto, 6V Bat, Robin’s egg blue. Runs well once started, Good

condition. Needs interior work and cosmetics. Car can be seen

in Rockville Center. 81,000 actual miles.

$15,000  e-mail adinorth@aol.com or call         (646)-387-9826

For Sale: 1971 Thunderbird, Metallic Brown,  4 door, 429 cu.

in. engine, PS, PB, Auto Trans, AC, Vinyl Top, Leather Interior

$3,500  or best offer         Rudy Bauer (516) 489-4924

For Sale: 1988 Thunderbird with 8,400 original miles. 5 Speed

Transmission, well equipped, leather interior. This car never

saw rain or snow.

$14,000                           Roseann McFadden (631) 205-0334

Buy & Sell (continued)

For Sale: 1962 Thunderbird Hardtop, Low mileage on rebuilt

engine and transmission, Fresh paint. Losing garage.

Make an offer.                                         Jay (516) 294-9160

WANTED: Garage - Dry, Secure, Accessible, Affordable 

Location: Queens or Western Nassau       Ros (718) 932-5351

mailto:adinorth@aol.com or call         (646)-387-9826
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shipping, and if you want the Elite report, that will cost you about
$200.00. The elite report is something really special. They will recreate
your window sticker from the original dealer, and along with other stuff
will put in a frame for you.  I received mine a few days ago, and finally
found out that there were only about 8,000 Cream and Gold Editions
build in 76. Also that my car was produced on February 26, 1976 six days
late coming off the line. Paul Rosina put me on to this at the convention,
and if you want more info on this, just call me. If your thinking of get-
ting one, you need to call 623*935-2558 for more information.

Holiday Party/Saturday Night January 12, 2008 @ The Stuart
Thomas Manor in Farmingdale/AKA The Thunderbird Paloozo: We
are still putting the final touches on this, but it looks like $44 per person.
Sit town dinner, open bar, DJ, dancing in the aisles, and much more. Both
clubs will split the cost of the DJ, and tax. More details under separate
cover. Ken Kojack (who loves ya baby) will be our DJ. Ken was our DJ
in July at our Thunderbird show, and promises many surprises, and give
a ways. Also there will be a grab bag, and the theme is “Bring 1 Get 1”.
The maximum you should spend is $10.00, and this is purely optional.
Just a footnote to the party: There will be no regular meeting in January.
By eliminating our visit to Bertucci’s during the week, hopefully it will
bring more bodies to the big dance.

Powersport Corporation: Around the early part of September I
received a letter from Phillip Wegener President of Powersport. His let-
ter states that they offer a large selection of aftermarket products, and
performance upgrades for the new, 2002-2005 Ford Thunderbirds. He
also has sent me a number of their catalogs for distribution. So if you’re
interested in seeing what he has to offer, call me for a catalog.  

Next Indoor Meeting November 13th @ Bertucci’s: Remember 7
Pm start, and the club buys pizza. On tap for the evening will my rendi-
tion of Home on the Range, once sung by Gene Autry, and the Sons of
The Pioneers. Or was that Roy Rogers. All kidding aside, I can’t sing,
and don’t want to. I have a few topics to discuss with the troops. 

Elections for 2008: For the past two years, the board had decided not
to have our annual elections. Yes it is in our by laws that we do have elec-
tions, but as I said before “nobody is stepping up to the plate”. If you
have the desire to become an elected official of our club, you must make
your thoughts known NOW. 

I have been President now for maybe five years, Tony Coloneri Vice
president and Treasurer for many years. Rudy has been our Editor in
Chief for many years. Do we enjoy running your club, yes, but how about
an infusion of some new blood, with some new ideas, events, and such? 

The Hot Dog Lady: Well it took almost three months, but I collect-
ed the $200.00 she owed the club.

Last minute Flash: On Monday October 15, 2007, Syosset Ford has
given us a commitment for next years Thunderbird/Ford Show. Thank
Steve, and Charlie.

Have a Great Thanksgiving.

Elliott
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Long Island Thunderbird Club
Invites You, Your Spouse & Guests

To Join Us At
Our Annual Holiday Dinner Party

Saturday January 12th, 2008
Stuart Thomas Manor

The evening will be kicked off at 7PM, with an open bar, and appetizers. After that a sit down dinner with a
choice of Sliced Beef, Chicken Marsala, Stuffed Filet, and a “make it yourself desert bar.” There will be a grab
bag there. “Bring 1 and Get 1.” The item should cost approximately $10.00.

Seating will be by advance reservation only. Your check is your reservation and must be received no later than
Friday December 14th. Please make your check payable to: TONY and mail to Don Shaffer 154 Geneva – Bay
Shore, New York 11706

The Stuart Thomas Manor is located at 2143 Boundary Avenue, Farmingdale, New York 11735. The phone
number is (516) 845-1151

Directions:

Long Island Expressway: (495) to exit 44 South Seaford Oyster Bay Expressway (Route 135) south. Take it to
exit #6 Boundary Avenue. At Light make a left onto Boundary Avenue. Proceed approximately 1.0 mile and Stuart
Thomas Manor will be on the left.

Northern State Parkway: To exit 36A Seaford Oyster Bay Expressway (Route 135) south. Take it to exit #6
Boundary Avenue. At light make a left onto Boundary Avenue. Proceed approximately 1.0 mile and Stuart Thomas
will be on the left.

Sunrise Highway, Merrick Road, And Southern State Parkway: Take the Seaford Oyster Bay Expressway
(Route 135) north, and proceed to exit #6 Boundary Avenue. At light make a right onto boundary Avenue, and go
approximately 1.0 miles and Stuart Thomas Manor will be on the left.

Please cut out and return with your check to Don Shaffer

Name__________________________ Club: LITC

Amount Enclosed $_______________
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Insurance Companies Represented

Grundy, American Hobbyist Ins. Hagerty, JC Taylor, American Collectors
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L.I. THUNDERBIRD CLUB

Date: Tuesday, November 13th, 2007

Note: 2nd Tuesday in November

In case of inclement weather call:

Elliott Weiner - (631) 724-3756  (after 4:30 PM)

Time:  7:00 PM or earlier if possible

Place: BERTUCCI’S Pizzeria & Restaurant

881 Walt Whitman Road

Melville, Long Island

Directions:

One block north of Northern State Parkway

Route 110 becomes Walt Whitman Road  

Shelly’s 1957 T-Bird - See page 1


